










A major influence here is the
Code of Practice to the DDA that
lists ‘fixtures’, ‘fittings’ and
‘equipment’ under the ‘physical
features’ we are required to address.
Under the banner of ‘Ironmongery’;
handles, door levers, door automation,
power assisted opening mechanisms
or hold open systems fit into the
‘fixtures’, ‘fittings’ and
‘equipment’ categories.

The devil, as always, is in the detail.
Products themselves cannot be DDA
compliant. There is no requirement or
guidance in the DDA for them to be
so. Compliance involves the process
of understanding how products enable
disabled people access as well as
selecting the best product you can for
the job so that the barrier to access is
removed or minimised.

At Burdus Access Management, we
have been working closely with the
UK’s leading manufacturer and
installer of door systems, GEZE UK,
who says that constantly changing
access standards and the variations

from country to country are enough
to make any designer dizzy. They
make it clear that while a designer
has to be diligent and take account
of access standards, actually the
universal constant in the worldwide
accessibility market is ‘people’.

That’s why human factors and
ergonomics drive their designs -
simple but brilliant. If a building user
can’t reach or grip a door handle,
remove the need for a door handle.
If the spring closer is too difficult for a
person to operate it, remove the need
to operate it. Better still, if a door is a
barrier, remove the door all together
and if the door is needed for security
or fire containment, then just bring it
back as and when needed.

Did you know that the availability
of technology at the time of design
and installation is a factor in DDA
compliance? With rapidly improving
technology and a wide range of
products in a niche market, it can
be very difficult for designers,
specifiers (and access consultants)
to be completely up to date with
the best possible products to fulfil
certain roles. That’s why it’s so
important for manufacturers to
raise awareness of new products
and technologies as well as
constantly reminding architects and
designers of their responsibilities
under legislation.

So, here’s to more groundbreaking,
better products and better access
for all!

David Burdus of Burdus Access
Management regularly works
alongside GEZE UK and is the
founder of the cult road race
GEZE's Tunnel 2K International.

That’s why human factors and
ergonomics drive their designs

- simple but brilliant. Project: TS 3000 EC

Product: Educational environments

Maintaining the strictest safety
standards, the TS 3000 EC not only
features adjustable latching action,
closing force and speed, but also
incorporates a sleek guide rail,
making it more suitable for use
in an educational environment.
Rigorously tested, the closer
conforms to EN 1154 and is fire
tested to EN 1634-1 (CF 145),
bridging the gap between the
stringent fire regulations and
Approved Document M of the
Building Regulations.

The new surface mounted door
closer has a low opening force,
requiring less energy to open the
door, perfect for the variety of
users and fast-paced environment
of schools and colleges.

Supporting single action, left
and right closing doors, of up to
950mm wide, the high performing
and efficient TS 3000 EC is fully
adjustable size EN 1 - 3 and
available with an adjustable back
check on the BC version.
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Fresh from Beijing’s Paralympics, the
world’s elite wheelchair racing athletes
turned out in Newcastle for an intense
test of endurance and daring. 30
competitors in Olympic standard,
state-of-the-art racing chairs, smashed
through the Tunnel’s speed limit on
a steep downhill section, followed
by a bicep-burning 1km uphill to the
finish line.

Canada’s Josh Cassidy took the top
spot, completing the 2km course

through the Tyne Tunnel in just 4
minutes 24 seconds and fellow
Canadian Diane Roy won the women’s
race with an incredible time of 5
minutes and 19 seconds.

Launching the race, GEZE UK
welcomed Paralympic Silver medallist
Mickey Bushell to its HQ, where he had
a guided tour of GEZE’s showrooms
and had the first glimpse of the new
TS 3000 EC, a door closer specifically
designed to assist access in schools.

Organiser David Burdus, an ex-road
wheelchair racer, commented: “GEZE
UK’s sponsorship is a great boost for
the event and we’re delighted to join
forces with a company whose
commitment to improving access in
public buildings is matched only by its
expertise. You won’t find an event like
this anywhere else in the world and
this sponsorship really helps to place
the athletes and the sport in a strong
position as we approach 2012.”

Managing director Andrew Hall said:
“Mickey’s visit was a huge honour and
our staff were delighted to have the
chance to meet him and ask for an
autograph. Even at his age, his
courage, dedication and passion for
racing makes him a real role model.

“Our sponsorship of Tunnel 2K is a
way to give something back, but
we’re also keen to help raise the
profile of disabled sports in the run up
to 2012. It’s all part of our

commitment to promote and improve
access for all, by working with
architects and specifiers. That’s why
we’re supporting Tunnel 2K and
raising the profile of access issues
amongst the architectural and
building communities.”

As part of GEZE UK’s commitment to boost awareness of access
for all, it is backing disabled sports with its second successful
sponsorship of the thrilling GEZE Tunnel 2K International.

Backing the best
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The versatile Slimdrive EMD-F has
been designed to operate within
confined spaces thanks to its unique
extra slim design. Suitable for
retro-fitting, the EMD-F enables
barrier free access in even the tightest
areas thereby ensuring entrances are
DDA compliant.

Aesthetically pleasing and providing
great flexibility including a low energy
function, the operator can be used for
interior and exterior applications and
with large and heavy doors, making
this virtually silent electro-mechanical
swing door drive especially suited for
hospitals and residential homes as well
as offices and other public buildings.

The Slimdrive EMD-F is also
extremely reliable, achieved through
the use of a maintenance-free, high
performance motor with low wear
characteristics and state of the art
control technology.

GEZE UK worked with
the Leonard Cheshire
foundation to
convert an entire
community for
disabled users.

The right advice is just a phone call
away. Hundreds of architects, specifiers
and contractors are already calling
GEZE UK’s technical support hotline for
accurate, up-to-date and relevant
information - from how to prevent
energy loss to entrance upgrades.

As time and cost pressures increase,
the importance of making the right
choice, from the start, is immense.
Reduce risk, make the right choice and
discover new possibilities by calling the
hotline - the technical team are on
hand and on the ball.

New technical hotline

UK Headquarters
GEZE UK Ltd. Blenheim Way, Fradley Park, Lichfield, Staffordshire WS13 8SY
Tel: +44(0) 1543 443000 Fax: +44(0) 1543 443001
Email: info.uk@geze.com Web: www.geze.co.uk

Call 01543 443 020

Product: Slimdrive EMD-F

Application: specifically designed for sites with

limited space or a narrow framework
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